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IXOPO DAM AT THE START OF THE PROJECT

IXOPO DAM ON PROJECT COMPLETION
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LARGE HARVESTER IN OPERATION

SMALL HARVESTER IN OPERATION DAM CLEARING AND DRYING AREA

PROJECT SCOPE
Removal  and d isposal  of  Invasive Al ien Plant  ( IAP)  Species,  including Water

Hyacinth,  Parrots Feather  and Kar iba Weeds from the Dam (approximately

20Ha)

Removal ,  c lear ing and d isposal  of  excess bush including L impopo Grass around

the banks of  the Dam (approximately  5Ha)

Release of  B iocontrol  Agents.
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The successful  complet ion of  the

project  provided re l ief  to  the

previously  over ly  burdened

ecosystem through the manual

removal  of  the l ive  and rott ing

biomass from the system.  

Advice on b ioagents and their  re lease

process was sourced from different

service providers including SASRI ,

CBC and DEA:  NRMP,  and independent

environmental  consultants.

That  herbic ides are  only  used as a  last  resort ,  and that  mechanical  removal

accompanies any large scale  herbic ide appl icat ion.  Herbic ides are  non-select ive

and therefore has an impact  on k i l l ing  unintended species,  besides the negative

impact  that  not  removing dead plant  matter  can have on the health  of  the Dam

and overal l  water  qual ity .  Herbic ides have residual  effects and therefore can be

absorbed by unintended plants in  other  areas of  the Dam,  and could  remain

longer  in  the water  systems and subsequently  affect ing the surrounding areas.

Several  species recorded a long the banks of  the Dam are indigenous species,

hence chemical  control  is  not  recommended as far  as  possible .

The invasive species were harvested and stored a long the banks of  the dam to

dry  out .  Once the b iomass a long the per iphery  of  the dam was dry ,  i t  was

removed,  bur ied and covered within  a  salvage pit  on the adjo in ing farm.  This  was

done in  order  to  combat the rott ing of  b iomass species and re- infestat ion.

Furthermore,  the dry  b iomass consisted only  of  IAP which require  water  to

germinate and grow.  Thus,  bury ing the b iomass would  not  have adverse effects

on the environment,  and the germinat ion of  these species cannot  occur  in

terrestr ia l  areas.

Upstream waterways and dams are investigated and IAP c leared as required to

prevent  re- infestat ion of  the Ixopo Dam

Monitor ing of  the re lease of  the b iocontrol  agents to  ensure that  it  spreads a lso

to the regrowth

On-going wetlands health  test ing is  conducted to  ensure the overal l  opt imal

health  for  the dam.

NOTES

RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDED:
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